Listening Comprehension 11th Form


Back in the days before Mother returned to her teaching career, she raised hatching eggs to supplement our farm income. These fertilized eggs were taken to the local chick hatchery where they were incubated to produce baby chicks to sell to local farmers. These eggs were worth more than regular unfertilized eggs that were used for food. During those hard times every penny counted.
Each week we took a thirty-dozen case of eggs to the feed store to exchange for chicken feed. If there was any credit remaining after buying the feed it went for staple foods such as flour, sugar and salt for us. The best part of getting the feed was picking out the cloth prints that the feed came in. In those days the feed was packaged in nice cotton sacks of various colors and patterns. This was a marketing strategy of the feed company who wanted to promote their brand of feed. It certainly worked. Feed sacks, when emptied and thoroughly washed, were used to make curtains, dish cloths, quilts, aprons and best of all, clothes for the family.
Mother was very careful to buy sacks whose patterns matched until there was enough material for the project she had planned. The 50-pound sack of feed yielded more than a yard of material. If the item planned took three yards of fabric that meant buying three sacks of feed of the same print design. As I grew older I accompanied my parents to the store to be sure Mother got a particular print.
“Mom, we have two of these green ones with the lavender violets and we need one more,” I said.
“Ok, honey, we’ll get that one. Is there another one you like? We have to get two sacks of feed today,” Mother said.
“I have been looking for that nice blue one with the white daisies. I really wanted a dress out of that, but I’ve looked all over and I don’t see that pattern anywhere.” I said.
What a disappointment it was to find that the feed store had sold out of a favorite print of which a special dress was planned. You just had to wait and see if they got in another shipment that contained that print.
From my birth on my mother made all of my clothes. She was a good seamstress and anything she made was well tailored. This included the clothes made from feed sacks. There was no stigma attached to wearing feed sack garments. However, it was not unusual to find that your best friend also had a dress made from the same print. If their mothers could sew, all farm children had some item of clothing made from feed sacks.
I don’t know if the proprietors of the feed stores were glad when the feed companies quit using printed cotton sacks, but the farm women knew that was the end of an era. In my mother’s estate we found a stack of those old prints, carefully laundered and folded. I have heard that modern day quilters diligently seek after these cotton prints. I’m not ready to part with them yet. Maybe I’ll make a quilt.















Task 1 Decide if the statements are true or false

____1. The mother of the family sold dresses to supplement the farm income.
____2. Every week the family took eggs to the feed store.
____3. Feed sacks were washed and sold off again.
____4. The author’s mother was a good seamstress.
____5. There was always a great choice of prints at the store.
____6. The author was never satisfied with her buys.
____7. It was not shameful to wear clothes made of feed sacks.
____8. Farm women liked it when the sacks were not longer made of printed cotton.
____9. Business people are now looking for old prints to exhibit them at the museums.
____10.The author will more than likely make her own quilt.

Task 2 Choose the best option

1. What was the mother’s previous, original profession?
A. a teacher
B. farmer
C. a seamstress							
D. a quilter								

2. The fertilized eggs were
A. sold as food
B. used to produce baby chicks to sell to local farmers
C. sold to local farmers
D. eaten by the family

3. Which of the following were the feed sacks not used for?	
A. to make clothes for the family					
B. to make curtains
C. to make blankets
D. to make carpets
							
4. On the farms…
A. children’s clothes were usually of the same designs
B. children were ashamed of wearing clothes made of feed sacks
C. children’s clothes were made by hired seamstresses 
D. children’s clothes were bought at the local store

5. What eventually happened to the feed sacks?
A. the feed companies began using a different type of printed cotton sacks
B. the feed companies began using more printed cotton sacks as a marketing strategy
C. the feed companies stopped using printed cotton sacks
D. the feed companies went out of business
 



