STAGE II NATIONAL STUDENTS OLYMPIAD IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Listening Comprehension Test for 8th Form Students

It’s summer again and we can’t wait to go on our holidays. But not all holidays are so nice and relaxing! Here’s another story in our series “A holiday that went wrong’. Agnes, over to you.

Agnes: Last year I decided to go on a walking tour along the coast of the Baltic Sea. I was fed up with the idea of lying on the beach, sunbathing and doing nothing; what I wanted was an active holiday. I started the preparations in June. I was very excited about it, and I couldn’t wait to start!

The first day was pretty good. I walked for about four hours in the morning, and about three in the afternoon. But when I got to the place where I planned to spend the night, it turned out that there was not a single bed left free. I had to sleep out on the beach. The second day started with heavy rain, so my things got very wet. On the third day I began to have problems with my shoes. They were supposed to be ‘perfect trekking boots for all conditions’, but it just wasn’t true. My feet hurt so much that I had to take a bus to the nearest town to buy some other shoes. When I was there, I accidentally met an old friend. She invited me to her holiday home in the Lake District, but I refused to go because I wanted to keep walking along the seashore! So I did.

Next day, though, there was not only a problem with my shoes (I mean the new ones), but also another worry: there was no way to go! The track along the shore was blocked for some reason. I thought it would take me a long time to find another route. To make things worse, my feet hurt, so I didn’t feel like waling any more. In the end, I decided to call my friend with a house in the Lake District. When she heard my voice, she said happily, ‘Great! We’ll be lying on the beach, sunbathing and doing nothing!’ Well, I must say I quite liked this idea…
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Task 1.
Decide if the statements are True (T) or False (F).
_____  1) Agnes didn’t want to lie on the beach because she was bored with it.
_____  2) On the first day of her holiday, she spent about ten hours walking.
_____  3) She went to the town because she wanted to see her old friend.
_____  4) Even though she changed her shoes, her problems didn’t stop.
_____  5) She had to stop her walking tour because she had lost her way.
_____  6) Agnes said that her bed at the hotel was uncomfortable.
_____  7) She had problems because she had bought the wrong kind of shoes.
_____  8) She asked her friend if they would be able to lie on the beach and do nothing.
_____  9) She didn’t want to go to her friend’s lake house at first.
_____ 10) She started preparations for her trip very early.
Task 2.
Choose the best answer.

1) Agnes wanted to take a tour…
a) In a small town near the Baltic Sea.
b) Along the shore of the Baltic Sea.
c) Around the Lake District.
2) At the beginning of the second day…
a) it rained and Agnes got wet.
b) she began having shoe problems.
c) she met a friend in the town.
d) the road was blocked.
3) Agnes went to town…
a) on foot.
b) with an old friend.
c) by boat.
d) by bus.
4) On the third day, she didn’t…
a) take a bus.
b) visit an old friend.
c) meet an old friend.
d) buy new shoes.
5) She didn’t continue walking along the shore because…
a) she met her old friend.
b) there was no path.
c) it was raining.
d) the way was blocked.
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