Reading Comprehension 10th Form

From “Important Questions Answered: Is Belgium Still the Chocolate Capital of the World?”
By: Laura Beck, Jezebel, 2012

The BBC reports that countries such as Australia and Japan are rising up through the chocosphere. In fact, the next World Chocolate Masters is happening in Paris in November 2013 and entrants are coming from 20 different countries. Also, how do we all secure tickets to this immediately? My inner Augustus Gloop is literally bursting at the seams with excitement.

As far as the Belgian's packing up their candy thermometers and going back to a time without chocolate, Veerle de Pooter, a magazine writer who has also worked as a chef for the country's federal government, says "Just because one [non-Belgian] chef happens to win a few prizes, sponsored by a chocolate brand, I don't think Belgian chocolatiers should start to quake in their boots." Since only Germany sells more chocolate abroad, I think de Pooter is probably right.

Of course, while Belgium is still Queen de Chocolat, their association with chocolate has terrible roots — cocoa was first shipped from the Congo, one of their African colonies. Not to be a super downer, but as we all know, chocolate can come from some incredibly human-rights-violating sources. When I binge on the good stuff, I stick to the Food Empowerment Project's list of fair-trade chocolatiers that don't fund child slavery. Well, this story took a turn for the worse.

Point is, nobody is the boss when it comes to chocolate, but everyone else is gonna have to really pop-off to officially take the chocolate crown from Belgium. Personally, I hope it's somewhere on the continents of Africa or South America because, you know, that's where the heart of the delicious product comes from.

Decide if the statements are True or False 

1. The World Chocolate Masters is a competition in which chocolatiers compete for international prestige. 

2. This year the World Chocolate Masters will take place in France.

3. Veerle de Pooter is a French writer and chef.

4. de Pooter is worried that Belgium is losing its place in the chocolate-making world.

5. Germany sells the most chocolate internationally. 

6. The cocoa that Belgium uses to make its chocolate comes from South America.

7. The cocoa used to make chocolate can be controversial because of how the laborers in those countries are treated.

8. The Food Empowerment Project condemns chocolatiers that don’t fund child slavery.

9. The author of this article thinks that other countries will have to try very hard to surpass Belgium in its chocolate-making expertise.

10. The author hopes that Mexico wins the World Chocolate Masters competition this year.

from “Philadelphia” 

Source: http://www.englishforeveryone.org/PDFs/Level_8_Passage_3.pdf

Philadelphia is a city known for many things. It is where the Declaration of Independence was signed in 1776, and it was also the first capital of the United States. But one fact about Philadelphia is not so well-known: it is home to nearly 3,000 murals painted on the sides of homes and buildings around the city. In fact, it is said that Philadelphia has more murals than any other city in the world, with the exception of Rome. How did this come to be? 

More than 20 years ago, a New Jersey artist named Jane Golden started a program pairing troubled youth with artists to paint murals on a few buildings around the city. From this small project, something magical happened. The young people involved helped to create magnificent pieces of art, but there were other, perhaps more important benefits. The young people learned to collaborate and get along with many different kinds of people during the various steps required to paint and design a mural. They learned to be responsible, because they needed to follow a schedule to make sure the murals were completed. They also learned to take pride in their community. It is hard for any resident to see the spectacular designs and not feel proud to be a part of Philadelphia. 

Take a walk around some of the poorest neighborhoods in Philadelphia, neighborhoods full of broken windows and littered front steps, and you will find beautiful works of art on the sides and fronts of buildings. Of course the murals are not just in poor neighborhoods, but more affluent ones as well. Special buses take tourists to different parts of the city to see the various murals, which range from huge portraits of historical heroes, to cityscapes, to scenes depicting the diverse ethnic groups that call Philadelphia home. As a result of its success, the mural program has now become the nation’s largest public art program and a model for other cities throughout the country seeking to help troubled youth. 

Choose the best option
11. In the passage, “collaborate” means:

A. To work alone.
B. To work hard. 

C. To be creative.
D. To work together.

12. What was the most important thing this project taught the participants?

A. Painting skills and techniques

B. Responsibility and pride in the city

C. Key historical events and figures

D. The geography of Philadelphia
13. What is the nationwide impact of this program?

A. There are similar programs in other countries.

B. There are similar programs in other cities. 

C. Crime rates are decreasing.

D. There is no nationwide impact. 

14. What is the main idea of the passage? 

A. An art program that helps troubled youth
B. Encouraging youth to participate in community service

C. Improving Philadelphia’s tourist industry 

D. Inexpensive city beautification
15. Why did the author describe the “broken steps and littered front steps”?

A. To discourage people from visiting Philadelphia
B. To create a sense of contrast between Rome and Philadelphia 

C. To illustrate the contrast of the poorer and wealthier neighborhoods

D. To illustrate the contrast between the beautiful mural and its surrounding
