Listening Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students

The Use of Force 

     I am the new doctor in the town of Williams, England. I am young looking for my age and my name is Henry Hunter. Yesterday, I received a note. The note said, “Please come down as soon as you can, my daughter is sick.” They were new patients to me all I had was their name, OLSON. 
     When I arrived, the mother, a big, startled-looking woman opened the door. She said: “Is this the doctor?” and then let me inside her home. “In the back” she added. “You must excuse us doctor, we have her in the kitchen where it is warm.”
     The child was fully dressed and sitting on her father’s lap near the kitchen table. He tried to get up, but I motioned for him not to bother. I took off my raincoat and started to look things over. I could see that they were all very curious about me, the new doctor in town.
     When I approached the child, she was staring at me with cold, steady eyes. There was no expression on her face at all. She did not move and seemed quiet. She was an attractive little, blonde haired girl. Her face was flushed (red looking) and she was breathing rapidly. I realized she had a high fever. Her father said she had the fever for three days, and they did not know what caused it. He said his wife had given her some homemade medicine, but it did not help her at all.
     Since there had been a lot of diphtheria sickness around, I asked if she had a sore throat. Both parents answered me at the same time, “No, she said her throat didn’t hurt her.” Her mother asked her again, “Does your throat hurt you?” The little girl’s expression did not change and she did not move her eyes from my face, and she did not answer.
     Well, I suppose we should take a look at her throat first. I smiled and in my best professional manner asked the child’s first name. “Mathilda” they said. So I said “Mathilda, please open your mouth and let’s take a look at your throat.”
     Nothing doing.
     As I moved my chair a little nearer suddenly with one catlike movement both her hands tried to push at my face. She knocked off my glasses and they fell unbroken, several feet away from me on the kitchen floor. Both parents were very embarrassed and apologized for their daughter’s behavior. “You bad girl”, said the mother, ”Look what you’ve done to the nice doctor’s glasses!”
     “Look here,” I said to the child. “You are old enough to understand what I am saying. Will you open your mouth so I may see your throat by yourself, or shall we have to open it for you?”
     Not a move. Even her expression hadn’t changed. Her breaths however were coming faster and faster. Then the battle began!
     The father tried his best, and he was a big man, but the fact that this was his only daughter, his dread of hurting her made him release her just at the critical times when I had almost gotten her mouth opened. We all were very frustrated. The father’s fears of diphtheria made him tell me to go on and try again. The poor man was almost fainting because he was afraid of hurting her when he held her arms down. 
     Finally, her mother said, ”That’s enough Matilda! You WILL open your mouth for the doctor and let him help you get better!” Using that tone of voice ended the matter. Mathilda looked at her mother and did as she was told. She opened her mouth, I saw her red and white sore throat, indicating diphtheria, and I knew what she needed to be well again. . 
Afterwards, I had a cup of tea with Mathilda’s mother and father. When I finally left their home, I realized that a true force in the world is not only muscles, but also a mother’s firm voice!
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Task 1.Choose the best answer for the question:

1. Mathilda’s last name was:				2. The doctor was:
a) Hunter						a) an older man
b) Williams						b) a young woman
c) Olson							c) a young man
d) Johnson						d) a woman

3. They all lived in a town called:
a) Hunter, England
b) Williams, England
c) Olson, England
d) Johnson, England

4. Mathilda was sitting in:
a) her father’s lap
b) in the warm kitchen
c) a warm water
d) both a and b

5. Mathilda was:
a) playing with her father
b) angry at her mother 
c) ignoring the doctor
d) talking too much

Task 2. Decide if the statements are true or false. 
6. Mathilda liked the handsome doctor right away.				
7. Mathilda was flushed with fever.					
8. The mother had bought some medicine from the store but it didn’t work 	
9. It was quite easy for the doctor to diagnose Mathilda			
10.  Mathilda accidentally knocked the doctor’s glasses to the floor.		
11. Mathilda’s father was not afraid to hurt her if needed 			
12. Pneumonia was a disease that had been going around the town		
13. Mathilda was sick with diphtheria.					
14. The doctor left the house mad after his diagnosis				
15. A strong force in Mathilda’s family is her father’s voice.			


