Stage II National Students Olympiad in the English Language
Speaking Comprehension Test for 11th Form Students

[bookmark: _GoBack]DIRECTIONS: In this test you will select three task slips from those before you. After selecting three, choose the one you feel you are most capable to speak about and return the other two to the table face down. Then take about a minute to collect your thoughts before you begin to speak on the topic. You may refer to the topic as needed. Take a deep breath and begin.
1. In 200,000 years, humans have risen to be one of the most successful animals on the planet. Today there are more than 7 billion humans on earth, and we affect the planet in many ways.
a. What traits or characteristics have made humans such a successful species?
b. Describe one way that humans have changed the planet.
c. Have humans made more positive or negative changes? Explain your reasoning.

2. In many cultures, women traditionally do most of the cooking.  In America, women cook 78% of dinners. But it is becoming more and more common for men to cook, for many reasons.
a. Does your father/brother/you cook?
b. Is it important for men to know how to cook? Why or why not?
c. Would it change the family if fathers cooked?

3. In America, it is considered bad luck to meet a black cat, or to walk under a ladder, good luck to find a penny, and if your ears burn it means someone is talking about you. These are some common superstitions- old beliefs that people still sometimes hold onto.
a. What are some superstitions in Ukraine? What things are supposed to bring good or bad luck? Are there other superstitions?
b. Where do you think superstitions come from? Do people still believe in them?
c. Do you believe in superstitions? Why or why not?

4. “Some people go to priests; others to poetry; I to my friends.” –Virginia Woolf. 
a. What can people get from these three things; religion, poetry, and friendship?
b. What do you think Virginia Woolf is saying about herself in this quote?
c. Where do you find comfort and help?

5. “Beauty is not in the face; beauty is a light in the heart.” –Khalil Gibran
a. What do you think the poet is expressing in this quote?
b. What does this quote mean to you? Do you agree with it?
c. Describe a time when you met someone whose character was different from their appearance.

6. Everyone is good at something. Finding and nurturing that skill is one of the healthiest and most rewarding things that a person can do.
a. Describe something that you are good at. Did you practice to become good at it?
b. How can you work to improve this ability? What motivates you to improve it?
c. How have you used this ability?

7. 15 % of the population in Ukraine is older than 60. In many cultures, it is considered important to respect your elders and to care for them.
a. Is it important to respect your elders? How do you and Ukrainian culture show respect for them?
b. What things can we learn from old people? What role do they play in your life?
c. What do you know about the life of your grandfather or grandmother? Do you know any stories about them?

8. Urbanization is the process of people moving into the city, causing it to grow and expand. Cities all over the world are getting bigger and more crowded.
a. Do you think it is better to live in the city or in the country. Why?
b. Is it a good thing for so many people to move into the city? What are some positive or negative effects?
c. If you could live in any place, in any city or any country, where would you live? Why?

9. Dreams are part of our sleep cycle, and are important for the brain.
a. Do you think that dreams have meaning?
b. Can you describe one dream that you’ve had?
c. Do dreams have any traditional meaning in your culture? If so, what?

10. Scientists have found liquid water on Mars. Astronauts are running a simulation of a trip to Mars. Some world leaders have even said that they want to send people to Mars. In your lifetime it might become possible to visit Mars.
a. Do you think that exploring space is important? Is it necessary? Why or why not?
b. If you could live on Mars, would you? Why or why not?
c. What do you think would be the challenges of living on Mars?

11. Humans have accomplished some amazing things while we have been on this planet. Things like the Pyramids of Egypt, the Great Wall of China, the Taj Mahal, the Hanging Gardens of Babylon and other things have been declared “wonders of the world.”
a. What are some new wonders of the world? What do you think are the greatest things that humans have accomplished?
b. What are some of the wonders, or famous buildings or monuments of your country? Have you ever visited them?
c. Which would you prefer to see, human wonders or natural wonders?

12. Musical styles change so quickly, sometimes year by year! And of course the music of today is very different from the music of 20 or 30 or 40 years ago. What do you think of the changes In musical style over time?
a. What kind of music do your parents listen to? Do you like that music, too?
b. What do you think of traditional Ukrainian music? How does it compare with current popular music?
c. How and where do you usually listen to music? Are you alone or with friends? Do you buy songs or listen to music online?

13. An English proverb says, “The early bird gets the worm.”
a. What does this mean to you?
b. Describe a time when you benefitted by being the first person to volunteer.
c. There is another saying that states, “The second mouse gets the cheese.” What does this mean? How is it different from the previous saying?

14. Imagine that an alien has to Earth. Explain basketball to them.
a. What are the rules of basketball?
b. What people like basketball? Why do we play it?
c. Do you like basketball? Describe a personal experience with basketball.

15. All children are taught to be polite, to say “please” and “thank you”, to ask permission for things, to greet people they know. These things together are referred to as “manners.”
a. What are some other examples of good manners? What are some examples of bad manners in Ukraine?
b. Are manners important? What difference to manners make in society?
c. What do you think when you see someone with very bad manners? Can you give an example?

16. Many people enjoy gambling. Some do it just a little, but there are many people who are addicted to gambling, and who lose tremendous amounts of money. 
a. Do you believe that gambling is a problem? Why or why not?
b. Is there a difference in risk? Is there such a thing as good risk and bad risk? What’s the difference?
c. Describe one time that you took a risk and how it turned out.

17. “TV is chewing gum for the eyes.” Frank Lloyd Wright, famous architect
a. What do you the speaker means by this?
b. How much time do you spend watching TV?  Is that too much time or do you wish you could watch it more?
c. Is TV artistic? Do you think that culturally important things happen on TV? Why?

18. The internet has made it easier than ever before to find people with similar interests and hobbies. Many of these people have formed into groups called subcultures, with their own unique culture and philosophy. Some examples include, goth, emo, punk, cosplayers, gamers, hipster, steampunk, etc.
a. Describe one subculture that you know of. How do they look? Act? What are they interested in?
b. Is there any subculture that you are interested in knowing more about or joining?
c. Do you think that subcultures are a good thing or a bad thing? Why?

19. What do you think the most important invention of the last 100 years has been?
a. How has that invention changed people's lives?
b. How has that invention changed your life?
c. What would the world be like without that invention?

20. Two years ago, the mayor of New York City made it illegal to sell soda larger than a certain size. The people of New York were very angry about this.
a. Why do you think he made this law? What problem might he have been fighting?
b. Why do you think the people became so angry over a law about soda?
c. Do you think that it is right for the government to tell people what they can and can't do with their own bodies?
