
STAGE II NATIONAL STUDENTS OLYMPIAD IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
[bookmark: _GoBack]Speaking Comprehension Test for 9thForm Students

DIRECTIONS: In this test you will select three task slips from those before you. After selecting three, choose the one you feel you are most capable to speak about and return the other two to the table face down. Then take about a minute to collect your thoughts before you begin to speak on the topic. You may refer to the topic as needed. Take a deep breath and begin.
1. Imagine you can choose a superpower: the ability to fly, super speed, or super strength.
a. Which superpower would you choose?
b. Why would you choose that power?
c. Would you use that power to help others or yourself?

2. Smartphones are everywhere now. And they are not just telephones- they are entire small computers, complete with apps, games, navigation, music and even the internet! How have smart phones changed communication?
a. Do you have a smartphone? What do you usually do with it?
b. Describe some apps that you know. What do they do?
c. How do you think communication will be different 20 years from now?

3. Every culture has literature that is important to it, including traditional stories and classic literature.
a. Describe the most famous traditional or classical literature in Ukraine.
b. Do you read this literature in school? How did you like it?
c. What have you learned about your culture or yourself by studying these stories?

4. Describe your favorite fairy tale/folk tale.
a. Who are the characters? Where do they live?
b. What happens in the story?
c. What is the message of the story?

5. [bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Imagine that a genie is willing to teach you one skill or talent perfectly. After you learn it, you will be one of the best in the world at that skill.
a. What talent or skill would you learn?
b. Why would you learn that skill? Is it something you have always wanted to learn?
c. What would you do with your new talent or skill?

6. Describe someone who inspires you.
a. How do you know this person? Tell us a little about them.
b. What do they do that inspires you?
c. What lessons have you learned from them that have changed the way you live your life?

7. If you could spend one hour with someone person from history who would it be?
a. What would you talk about with them?
b. What would you do with them? Where would you go?
c. What is one question you think they might ask you?


8. All systems have their problems, education systems included. Think about your school.
a. Why is it important to get an education?
b. What do you like about the teaching at your school? What don't you like?
c. If you could change one thing about your school, what would it be?

9. “Good actions give strength to ourselves and inspire good actions in others” -Plato 
a. What does this quote mean to you? Do you agree with it?
b. Describe a good action that you saw that inspired you or gave you strength.
c. What can you do to try and inspire others?

10. “The greatest wealth is health.” –Virgil
a. What do you think this quote means? How important is health to you?
b. What do you do to stay healthy?
c. How does health affect our lives?

11. Describe the plot of your favorite movie.
a. Who are the main characters? What are they like?
b. What happens to them?
c. Why do you like the movie?

12. Everyone has a hobby or something they are interested in.
a. What hobbies are most popular with men in your country? With women?
b. Do you have the same hobby as anyone in your family? How did you learn this hobby?
c. Describe a hobby that you would like to try.

13. 90% of young people in Ukraine use the internet at least once a week. Many of them make friends on the internet.
a. Have you ever made any friends on the internet? What are other ways to use the internet?
b. Do you think it is safe to meet people on the internet? What are the risks?
c. Would you ever meet a friend that you met on the internet in real life?

14. All children are taught to be polite, to say “please” and “thank you”, to ask permission for things, to greet people they know. These things together are referred to as “manners.”
a. What are some other examples of good manners? What are some examples of bad manners in Ukraine?
b. Are manners important? What difference to manners make in society?
c. What do you think when you see someone with very bad manners? Can you give an example?

15. Most people will never need to physically defend themselves, but it is very common for people to practice a martial art, such as boxing, karate, judo, or others.
a. Have you ever studied a martial art? Did you know someone who has studied?
b. Why do people study martial arts? What benefits does it give them?
c.Do martial arts have a role in society today?

16. Fashion changes all the time, from year to year and from decade to decade.
a. What clothes are fashionable now? What do people usually wear?
b. Is the current fashion practical?
c. Do you think it is important to stay fashionable?

17. An English proverb says, “The pen is mightier than the sword”
a. What does this proverb mean to you? Do you agree with it?
b. Do you believe that an idea or a poem or a book can change the world? Why or why not?
c. Describe a time that you used words and ideas to solve a problem instead of violence.

18. Everyone is good at something. Finding and nurturing that skill is one of the healthiest and most rewarding things that a person can do.
a. Describe something that you are good at. Did you practice to become good at it?
b. How can you work to improve this ability? What motivates you to improve it?
c. How have you used this ability?

19. It is common for people to have pets. Sometimes the pets are large, like dogs or cats. Sometimes they are smaller, like fish, or birds. Talk about some pets you know.
a. Do you have a pet at home? What kind of a pet?
b. What are the good things about owning a pet? Bad things?
c. What is the difference between a pet and another animal?

20. Everyone is good at something. Finding and nurturing that skill is one of the healthiest and most rewarding things that a person can do.
a. Describe something that you are good at. Did you practice to become good at it?
b. How can you work to improve this ability? What motivates you to improve it?
c. How have you used this ability?

